
The City of Hangzhou: 

Hangzhou is the capital of Zhejiang province and its political, economic and 

cultural center. With enchanting natural beauty and abundant cultural heritages, the city 

is known as 'Heaven on Earth' and one of China's most important tourist venues. 

The City, the southern terminus of the Grand Canal, is located on the lower reaches 

of the Qiantang River in southeast China, a superior position in the Yangtze Delta and 

only 180 kilometers from Shanghai.  

 

 

The West Lake is undoubtedly the most renowned feature of the city, noted for the 

scenic beauty that blends naturally with many famous historical and cultural sites. In 

this scenic area, Solitary Hill, the Tomb of General Yue Fei, the Six Harmonies Pagoda 

and the Ling Yin Temple are probably the most frequently visited attractions. The "Ten 

West Lake Prospects" have been specially selected to give the visitor outstanding views 

of the lake, mountains and monuments. 

A number of national museums can be found in the city and are representative of 

Chinese culture. Fine examples are the National Silk Museum and National Tea 
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Museum. Along with the other museums in the region, they provide a fascinating 

insight into the history of Chinese traditional products. 

One of the most important parts of traveling is tasting the delicacies. The local 

dishes here are noted for their elaborate preparation, sophisticated cooking and 

refreshing taste. Many local specialties will be sure to make your visit a cultural 

experience. We recommend that you try Beggar's Chicken (a chicken baked in clay), 

West Lake Fish in Sweet Sour Source (vinegar coated fish fresh caught from the lake), 

Dongpo Pork (braised pork) and Fried Shrimps with Longjing Tea, etc. 

The shopping environment in the city is exciting and convenient. Visitors like to 

go to Qing He Fang Street. It is one of the most famous and historic streets in the city 

and reflects many of the features of the Southern Song Dynasty (1127-1279). Shoppers 

will admire the antique buildings while purchasing items from a wide range of local 

goods such as silks, tea or maybe a silk parasol, brocade or a beautiful Hangzhou fan.  

Additional information on Hangzhou can be located on website 

http://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/hangzhou.htm. 

 

 

West Lake 

 

These are the words composed by the famous Song Dynasty poet Su Dongpo (960-

1127). In this poem, he compared the West Lake to Xi Zi, one of the four beauties in 

ancient China. These poetic sentiments depict the charm of the lake which has always 

been a beautiful and romantic spot since ancient times.  

Measuring 3.2 kilometers (2 miles) in length, 2.8 kilometers (1.7 miles) in width, 

and 2.3 meters (7.5 feet) in average depth, the lake spreads itself in an area totaling 6.5 

square kilometers (2.5 square miles). Embraced by mountains on three sides, the West 

Lake knits itself into the North Inner Lake, the Yuehu Lake, the West Inner Lake, the 

South Lake and the West Outer Lake by the fabric of the Bai Causeway, the Su 

Causeway and the Yang Causeway. Between the North Inner Lake and the West Outer 
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Lake lies the largest natural island called the Solitary Hill. In addition, three man-made 

islands stand in the West Outer Lake: the Lesser Paradise Island, the Mid-lake Pavilion, 

and the Ruangong Islet; and two famous pagodas by the lake: the Leifeng Pagoda to 

the south and the Baochu Pagoda to the north.  Nowadays, West Lake is one of the top 

ten scenic areas in China, getting listed as a World Cultural Heritage Site by UNESCO 

in 2011. It is famous for the romantic legends and intoxicating scenery. 

 

Grand Canal 

 

The Grand Canal, about 1,764 kilometers (1,200 miles) long, is the longest and greatest 

man-made waterway in ancient China, far surpassing the next two of the world: the 

Suez and Panama Canals. With 27 sections and 58 historical sites, it was placed on the 

UNESCO's World Heritage List in 2014. Running from Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province 

in the south to Beijing in the north and connecting different river systems, Grand Canal 

contributed greatly to ensuring that the Chinese primary economy thrived in past 

dynasties. Now more than 2,000 years old, some parts of the canal are still in use, 

mainly functioning as a water-diversion conduit. 
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The Grand Canal we see today was built section by section in different areas and 

dynasties before it was linked together by the Sui Dynasty (581-618). In 604 AD, 

Emperor Yangdi of the Sui Dynasty toured Luoyang (now the city in Henan Province). 

The following year, he moved the capital to Luoyang and ordered a large-scale 

expansion of the canal. Due to the primitive building techniques, it took over six years 

to complete the project. Approximately half the peasant builders (about 3,000,000) died 

of hard labor and hunger before it was finished. This project was thought to have been 

a waste of manpower and money, which resulted in the downfall of the Sui Dynasty. 

 

As a major transportation hub, the Grand Canal connected the Yangtze, Yellow, Huaihe, 

Haihe, and Qiantang Rivers and flowed through Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei, Shandong, 

Jiangsu and Zhejiang, with Hangzhou as its southernmost end. The Grand Canal, which 

joined the river systems from different directions, provided a good way to transport 

foods and goods from south to north. Just as importantly, it greatly improved the 

administration and defense of China as a whole and strengthened economic and cultural 

connections between north and south. 

 

Boating on the old Canal is one of the best ways to get a panoramic view of the 

landscape of typical river towns in southern China, which include ancient dwellings, 

stone bridges of traditional designs and historical relics. Experiencing some of the local 

customs offers much delight to travelers. Tourists also have an opportunity to enjoy 

good food while appreciating the surrounding scenery. 



 

Archaeological Ruins of Liangzhu City 

 

Archaeological Ruins of Liangzhu City is the political and belief center of an early 

regional state which was based on rice farming and has complex social division. It is 

the first discovered Neolithic city site in the downstream of the Yangtze River and an 

example of the early urban civilization of human beings. The city existed for more than 

1,000 years from about 4,300 - 5,300 years ago. 

 

Archaeological Ruins of Liangzhu City appears a slightly rounded rectangle and is 

1,500 - 1,700 meters (1640 – 1860 yards) from east to west and 1,800 - 1,900 meters 

(1968 – 2077 yards) from north to south. The overall value of Archaeological Ruins of 

Liangzhu City reflects in four major parts: city site, water conservation system, 

hierarchical cemeteries and unearthed artifacts with jade as its core. It was inscribed on 

the World Heritage List on July 6, 2019. 
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Song Dynasty Town 

Song Dynasty Town (Songcheng) is the largest theme park in Hangzhou, featuring the 

cultural characteristics of the Song Dynasty (960 - 1279 AD), and also the first theme 

park built in Zhejiang. With Wuyun Mountain in the north, and West Lake to its 

northeast, Song Dynasty Town is on the northern bank of the Qiantang River. Its layout 

and architectural style are based on a precious ancient painting, 'Along the River during 

the Qingming Festival', which was made by famous painter Zhang Zeduan, displaying 

the urban landscape and people's living condition of that dynasty. 

The theme park is divided into three fields, Performing Songcheng, High-tech 

Songcheng, and Cultural Songcheng. Performing Songcheng includes the Romance of 

the Song Dynasty and ten theme shows. High-tech Songcheng has many featured events, 

such as reproducing area of 'Along the River during the Qingming Festival', two 

distinguishing haunted houses, and a mysterious street. Using advanced technology, 

they are all very realistic and mysterious, giving visitors a totally different experience. 

Cultural Songcheng covers some folk activities, such as traditional workshops, custom 

shows and Buddhist temples. 
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